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2 Frequently Asked Questions
How do | create a new user account?

Please contact ActivtR / 2y 1Sy G Qa adzlJLl2 NI aSNBAOSa (2
We can be reached by emailsipport@activatedcontent.com or by phone at
1.206.448.3260 ext. 115.

Howdo | Install theEncoder Work&tion?

Pleag contactActivated Conter® support servicedo activate you account
We can be reachebly email atsupport@activatedcontent.com or by phoneat
1.206.448.326@xt. 115.

Why do | only see the home pa&gand FAQ Links on the navigation bar?

You have not logged into the sit®lease log into the site and try agaifiyou

log into the site and still are unable to see the download sections, your account
has not yet been enabledrou need to contact sygort by email at
support@activatedcontent.com or by phone at 1.206.448.3260 ext. 115.

How dol upgrade my mnstallation to the latest build?

tftSrasS O2ydl Ol ! OGAGIF GSR /ybyféacCyni Q& & dzLJLJ2 N.
We can be reached by emailaipport@activatedcontent.com or by phone at
1.206.448.3260 ext. 115.

3 Introduction

TheActivated ContentWatermarkingSuite is a combination dfiree differentapplications that
work together to allow a source album to be watermarked serially to a predefined group of
distribution contacts. Eachf the three applications hasstownvery usefukole, and in some
cases might be used by completely different usargdur organization.

The first application is thEncoder Workstation. The Encoder Workstation has two main
functions. The first is to set up all of the informatiaimout the album so that the encoding
machines know what to do. The information that getderd during the Production Run
Creation Wizard includes albumame artistname and track names, and the names (or
numbers) of the individuals that the albums are going to, as well as information about the
production run itself. All of this informatios placed on a central server so that it is available to
more than one encoding machine at a time. The second purpose &rtheder Workstatiois

to actually drive the process of watearking and to send the watermarkéies to theburner
machine with irstructions for burning anthbelprinting. By going through th&oad Source Files
Wizardin the Encoder Workstation, the user is telling the encoding machine where it can
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physicallyfind the tracks that are referenced in thpgoduction runinformation thatwere
entered duringsetup. The encoder machine(@n benetworked to aRimage or Microtech
burner machine

TheBurner Machindgs ahardware CD duplicatiomachine andtorrespondingset of

applications provided by the CD burmaanufacturer This machinean be used by itself for

tasks other than Activated Content watermarking. Activated Content watermarking only uses a
subset of the functionality available on the Burner Machine. This documentation only includes
the information necessary to make sure therBer Machine is prepared for Activated Content
watermarking. Fomore completedocumentation on these and other features, refer to the
documentation provided with your burner.

TheWinDecoderis the watermarkdetectorandis a desktop application that cdoe used to run
detections on known or suspect watermaxkfiles. If it finds a watermark, it will contact the
centralserver wherghe watermark information is stored, and return all of the information

associated with the waterark that was entered durinthe setup wzardz A y Of dzRAy 3 G KS
name and organization that the album was sent to.

More complete information on each of these applications is found in the sedhelosv.

4 Encoder Workstation
Encoder Workstation is the desktop application thatiwill use to actuallsetupthe
watermark encoding and instructions ftre burner. It includes the following tools:

Create Production Run Wizard

Load Source Files Wizard
You can reacthe Encoder Workstation in eadf the following ways:
e Doubleclickthed ! / / 9y O2 RS Ndor o y)durdlésktap A 2 v €

e From the Start mené, All Programgy Activated Content CpiorationA ACC Encoder
Workstation

4.1 Encoder Workstation Requirements
Encoder Workstation requirements fall intloree categories

e The network enviroment that the workstation needs to be installed in
e The requirements for the machingself

e An appropriately saip configirationfile

Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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4.1.1 Connectivity and Networking
The Encoder Workstation must be installed on an encoding machineniets the following
minimum networking requirements:

e Be on a 100mbps network with the burner

¢ Have a connection to the@ps folder on the burner. Typically this is mapped as tha"M:
drive.

e Have a connection to the layouts folder on the burner (Microtech only). Typically this is
mapped as the "L" drive.

e Have it's "processed" directory accessible via a UNC path from the burner

e Have port 8@r 8889access to the internet with a connection sufficient to pass the
network connectivity test found on the Activated Content fhistal Checklist
(http://www.activatedcontent.com/accPreinstall)

In addition to theseminimum requirements, it is recommended that the encoding machine be
on a 1GPSetwork with the burner.

4.1.2 Machine Specifications

There are a variety of encoding machines that the Activated Content Encoder Workstation run
on successfully, but the only recommended and supported hardearfiguration is found on

the Pranstall Checklist pagétfp://www.activatedcontent.com/accPreinstall). In addition to this
hardwareconfiguration, the following iterm are required:

e MicrosoftWindows XRProfessionabr Microsoft Vistaboth with all of the latest service
packs and patches)

e Microsoft.NETRedistributablepackaggwith all of the latest service packs and patches)

In mostcases, you might have the Encoder Workstation set up on more than one encoder
machine, all networked to the same mar.

Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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4.1.3 Configuration File

Your installation engineer will have already set up your configuration file, and you will probably
never need to modify it. However, if you have nonstandard requirements or wish to work with
configuration yourself, you ay need this reference. The configuration file is an xml file that can
be edited with any text editofsuch as Notepad]t is located at "dprogram file$activated

content corporatiohacc encodeworkstation\acc encoder workstation.exe.config”. The only
settings that should be changed by an end usek like this:

<QSDK_Encode
data="4"
strength="0.03"
mark="Mark.dat"
times="0"

/>

<ACC_Encoder_Workstation
JobsPath="M!

ProcPath="&ad processedl'
TempPath="¢dadtemp\"
BatchRth="c\ad batch"
ProcShareatencoderdProcessed'
LayPath="L"

/>

Here is what these values mean:

e Data- The data insertion rate in bits per second.

e Strength- The strength of the watermark. At the default strength above, the watermark
isbarely audible to a pofessionakar on profesional gradehighfidelity audio
equipment, butwill be inaudible to almost everyser and survives compression down
to 48kbps.

e mark¢ DO NOw lter this setting

e Times- The number of times that the watermark isserted. "0" places as many
watermarks in as possible.

e JobsPath Where to write out the job files that tell the burner what to do. Typically this
refers to a networkedirive on the burner machine.

e ProcPath The UNC path (usually local) that the waterkeal track files should be
written to.

e TempPath The local path for temporary files to be written.

Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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e BatchPath The local path that will be used for the placement of instantiated batches.
This path will contain a directory for each locally instantiatattb which will in turn
contain a "batch.xml" file that describes the batch.

¢ ProcShare A UNC path that the burner will be able to use to find the files referenced
locally by "ProcPath".

e LayPath A path that the encoder machine will be able to useital fthe layout files on
the burner. The layout files are on the burner because that is where any images that
were used in the layout reside.

Please contact technical support if you wish to modify your cardiipn file so that we can
maintain a record oyour installationand ensure your system is in working order.

4.1.4 Logging In and Permissions

When you launch the Encoder Workstation (or any Activ&edtentapplication) you will have
to log in with the username and password that you have been assignediligtad Content

This is the same username and password throughout all ACC applications. Just enter your
username and password and click "Next". This is case sensitive, so make sure that you are
entering both username and password in the correct caseiwill then come tahe

I LILIX A OF { ar dvefcOmescieeny S

ActivatedAudio Web Services Logon

User Mame:

Pazsword: |

Cancel
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W%} ActivatedContent Encoder Workstation EHE'E'
Tools  Help

»

-F\ctlvated' IManagement Console

Load Files COﬂtEnl’ IManagement Console (Jan
24 2007 -Feb 9 2007)

Support

email
Crzetia it (support@activatedcontent.c
206.448.3260 x115 (9-

ﬁg 5PST)

Log Off J’; )
O

= )

Logged On Web Service Lip #12) 0 Batches ready for processing

A note about permissions: There is a two-level permissions scheme operating in the background

of all of the Activated Content applications. Activated Content can assign a separate username

and password to each of your operators along with different permissions to different labels. For

instance, for larger record companies, you may want one person at each label to have their own

credentials that allows them access to the content related to that label only, while you may want

an Encoder Workstation operatortohave access t o alhhtyowtiobtsimess | abel s6 | o
with. If you want Activated Content to set up a multiple user access scheme for you, please

contact technical support at support@activatedcontent.com.

4.2 Production Run Creation Wizard

TheProduction Run creation izardis a web based tool that is used to enter all of the

information *about* thealbumbatch thatis abouttoberup f 82 OF f f SR (4 KS d&t NR R dz
This information includes the following:

e Batch Name

e Media Owner (Label)

¢ Album Name

e Artist Name

e Track Information (number of tracks, track names)

e Release Year

e Names (or numbers) of the people the albunbésng distibuted to

e |SRC Code

Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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e UPC Code
e Track Gaps

e Watermark Strength

Theproduction runname is to make it easier for the Encoder Workstation ope[gjto find

out which production run to load source files for and run. The media owner sets up permissions
aboutthe content that is associated with the watermark. All of the other information is for asset
management use. Use as little or as much of it as you want. Bear in mind that it won't be that
useful if you find a watermark, but the only information that isegated with it is "Unknown
Album, Unknown Artist, Distributio@ontact 1".

4.2.1 Welcome Screen

Whenyou havdogged into theActivated ContenEncoder Workstation and aed the

F LILIE A OF G A 2 yeavill geg 1iSt oflfdurBuitans on the ldfand sie. To open the
production runcreationwizard,Of A O1 G KS &/ NBusko§ld thedzsé a windoivii 2 y
titled dProduction Run CreatidWizard. To continueclick the "Next" button.

Create Run

Production Run Creation Wizard

This wizard provides the ability to create new production nuns to
be processed on encoding workstations

To Continue, click "next”

Cancel

10 Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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4.2.2 Production Data

., 2dz y2¢ erBdudtidn Daté6S@eerivhere you enter the togevel information about
the production runthat you wishto create. Here is a breakdown of what you are entering and
why:

-~
Production Data

Provide information about the production run

Media Owner Activated Testing *

Ehriirefor B DEme ‘UHkHUWH Album Batch 1231

¥ Watermark Content
I Gemini Copy Protection
I Syne Meta Data with IFPI

Number of Contacts 1
Ordering Department
Ordering Group

Ordering Staff Member

| Mext = Cancel

v
< ¥

e Media OwnerThis is the name of you or your company that faivated Content
Encoder Workstation is aggied to and cannot be altered.

e Production Run NaméEnter the name you wish to call this job. For exam@l®y2 K y
Denve@ DNXBI GSad | A { &Entewndgshis infdayiadidh Wil give @é abre
complete record about thevatermarks in the future.

e Watermark Content This option should always be selected for encoding your audio files
with watermarks.

e Gemini Copy Protectierin someActivated Contenversions, Gemini Copy Protection is
provided as an option. Check this box if you would like to copyeptahe output CD.
For most users, the option should not be enabled.

e Sync Meta Data with IFFForActivated Contenusers that are IFPI (International
Federation of the Phonographic Industry) members, you have the option to sync the

Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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metadata of the job yo are inputting so that the IFPI can monitor the Internet for your
files. ForActivated Contenusers that are not IFPI members, you will want to leave this
box unchecked. (For more information about becoming an IFPI member, please contact
sales@activatedcontent.com

¢ Number ofContacs- Enter the number of watermarked discs you wish to create for this
run. Thisnumber willbe used laterin the wizard to peate a form for you to fill inhe
names of all the aatacts you are sending a disc to, if you so wtherwise, a number
can be issued instead.

e Ordering DepartmentThis field is for your internal use only and is designed for larger
companies with many different departments to help keep track of jobmaly also be
left blank.

Ordering GroupThis is another field for your internal use designed to help keep track of jobs. It
also may be left blank.

Ordering Staff MemberThis field is an internal identifier for your organization. It shows the
individual tat created the run.

Once you have correctly entered alliofK A & Ay F2 NXY I { AbatggrE Of A O1 (G KS

4.2.3 AssetData

TheAsset Data@een iswhere you enter the information about the album yuuill be

watermarking, such as the artist name, album name, dter@ are two options for entering the
FaasSid RFEGl o 2dz Oy OK224S &a9EAA&GAY3 ! f odzvé

5

-~
Asset Data

Provide asset data for the new production mn

" Existing Album

% New Album
ArtistName |Unknown Artist Release Date (mm'dd yvyyy) {03/27/2006
Afbum Name || nknown Album Number of Tracks 1

Internal Identifier

< Back | Mext = | Cancel |

e
£ >

2 Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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¢ KS &9 EA & (tloy éan He fiseddw¥ien yad hdeeating additional watermarked discs
for a runor jobyou did in the past. This option will impotid asset data from therevious run
that you select from the window below K S & 9 E A &dptiory, 3 | £ 6 dzY ¢

CKS abSg ! fodzvye 2LWA2y oAttt 0SS dzaSR Y2NB FNBI dzS)
able to fill in the fields with the information correspoing to the job you wish to watermarlll

of this information is solely for internal use on an ongoing b&tése is a breakdown of what

you are entering and why:

e Artist Name- This is where you enter the name of the artist whose album is being
watermarked for example, John Denver.

e Album Name- This is where you enter the name of the album that is to be
gL GSNYEN] SRS F2NJ SEIFYLX ST aDNBFGSad 1 AG&aé o

¢ Release Date- This is where you can enter the planned release date of the album being
g1 GSNXYI N) SRZn FMNODISHEANALHE S S¢ A &4 RIGS Ydzald 68 Sy
mm/dd/yyyy format.

e Number of Tracks- This is where you enter the number of tracks that the album being
gL GSNYEN] SR O2yidlAyas F2NJ SEIFYLX ST ammé o

e Internal Identifier- This field is provided for internal use. Yaan enter whatever
AYF2NXYIEGA2Y Fo2dzi GKS Ffodzy GKFG @2dz ¢g2dzZ R € .

Onceyou have successfully completed entering all of the neagdsformation on this page,
clickthe & bxt button.

3 Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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You will now find yourself at the secopdge¥ 2 NJ & ! & Ftsiis wherelydudvill enter the
particulars of each track on the album. There are 3 fields for each track:

Create Run

Asset Data

Provide information about each track

Track Name Company Code  Version (Mix)
1 |Unknnwn Track 1 | |

< Back Mext = Cancel

v
< ¥

e TrackName-¢ KAad A& G6KSNB @&2dz SYGdSNI GKS GNI O1 Qa yI Y
be left blank or represented byraumber.

e Company Code- This is field for internal use. You can add any information
corresponding to each track you wish.

Version (Mix)- Another field for internal use. Many times our record company clients have
different versions of each song/track. Thadelp show which version is on this disc.

hyOS @2dz KIS O2NNBOGfe SyiSNBR Iff 2F GKA& AYyT:

Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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4.2.4 Distribution Contacts
The purpose of the Distribution Contastsreenis to upload the list of distribution contact
names. Therare four ways

-~
Distribution Contacts

Provide information for distribution contacts

Upload Type | Standard - [~ Create Group
Contact 1 ‘Unknm\m Contact 1

< Back Mext = Cancel
w
< ¥

e Standard Manually enter a name for each one of thentacts that you indicated

e File-Upload a list you created previously or that was exported from another system
¢ Numbered- Each contact is assigned a numeric value

e Existing Use apreviously created list of contacts

You can choose which method you want to use by selgdlia appropriate entry in the
a ploadTypet pull-down menu.

4.2.4.1 Distribution Contacts - Standard

¢ K Stanglard 2 LJG dirijfutich 2oNthctds for manually enterig each contact's name. If
you have chosen this method, simply enter a separate name in eachifigtdi wish to create a
new group from the new contact names you can do so by selectingQteate Grougbutton.
When you are finished, clickb S.E { ¢

Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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4.2.4.2 Distribution Contacts z Existing Groups

Selecting the Existing Groups upload type lvilhg you to a screen where you can select from a
number of preexistinggroup namesYou will sea list of groups that you or one of your
colleagues haalready createdn the past You can checkmadne or more groups. After

4S5t SOGA2yx OftAOl abSEGEé®

Create Run

Distribution Contacts

Provide information for distribution contacts

Uplead Type | Existing Groups hd [ Create Group

Place a checkmark beside each of the groups that vou would like to create copies for:

I Distribution Group 1 E
I~ JRI1 3
I~ JRI2
I~ JRI3
I~ JRJ4
I~ JRI5

< Back | Mext = Cancel

|~

4.2.4.3 Distribution Contacts z File Upload
¢ KS aCAf S lislali exdellert methbdiiokeBrifig a large number of names
importinga list ofnames from another system. Th&o formats that you can use are as follows:

Create Run

Distribution Contacts

Provide information for distribution contacts

Upload Type  [File Upload - I Create Group
File Path: | _Browse_ |
Delimiter:

* Comma

" Carriaze Retun

< Back Mext = Cancel

|~
v

16 Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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¢ Comma Separated (Delimited) Values (C&HV is names separated by commas. It
looks like this:

John at Rolling Stone, Jane at Harpers,

*NOTE**: You must insert a comma AFTER tls¢ datry to instruct the program that the list is
complete.

e Carriage Return DelimitedCarriage return is a new name on each line. It looks like this:

John at Rolling Stone
Jane at Harpers

FFbhe9FFY 2dz Ydzald KAG G9YyGSNE ! C¢9Ow GKS f I

5

next blank line and the program knows the list is complete.

Both of these file formats are very standard formats that you can sateetd from a variety of
applications, such as databases and spreadsheets. To use this method, complete the following
steps:

e Create a text filefor instance, with notepage.g."filename.txt") containing all of your
contact names in one of the two formaistedabove and save it to a location where
you can find it. This process may be as simple as copying from an email into Microsoft
Notepad or as complex as exporting a CSV file from Microsoft SQL Server.

e Select "File Upload" for upload type
e / fAOINRIKSSé .0dziGi2y YR oONRBgasS G2 GKS FAf
e Click "Open"

e Select the radio button that corresponds to the file format you chose

Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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4.2.4.4 Distribution Contacts z Numbered Upload

The Number Upload option fatistribution contacts should only be used/du absolutely

cannot get the actual names from the person placing the order or discretion is of utmost
importance. If you were asked to produce only numbered discsshoulduse this method.

When you later scan a suspect piece of audio, the only infoomaelated to the contact that is
avdlable will be the numeric valu@he start number will normally be "1". However, if you have
done a previous series and are asked to do "25 more from where you left off before”, you can
specify a different start nurrdy.

*There is dimit of 500 contacts numbered in such a way for a production run.

Create Run

Distribution Contacts

Provide information for distribution contacts

Uplead Type | Numbered Upload hd [ Create Group
Begin At:

< Back Mext = Cancel

e
£ >

When you have correctly entered all the information, click "Next".

8 Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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4.2.5 Confirmation

You should now see@nfirmation screenRead through all of the information on the sen to
ensureyou have entered iall inproperly. If you have madanymistakes, you caalickthe

& acké button until you reach the section with the erroamd correct them.

Create Run

Confirmation

Please confitm that the information provided is correct,
and click next to create the mn

|

Production Data

+ Production Run Name: Unknown Album Batch 1231
+ Watermark Content: True

+ Gemini Copy Protection: False

+ Sync Meta Data with [FPL: False

Asset Data
Album Information

s Album Name: Unknown Albumn
+ Arfist Name- Tlnknown Arfist s

< Back | Mext = Cancel

3
P

Once yo@ NB ¥ kligktheéi"KeStRomtton.

19 Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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4.2.6 Finished

TheFnished pagewill show you a message that your production run has been created. This
means you will now be able to find the name of the production run you just created listed on
the server.

Create Run

Finished

The system has created vour production run.

To Continue and Exit, click "Exit”

/] £t A0l a9EAGE (G2 O0t2as GKS / NBIFIGS wdzy 6AYyR26®
4.3 Load Files Wizard

ThedlLoadFileg is the wizardwvithin Encoder Workstatiothat allows you to seleda production

run from a listof job nameghat has already beenreated using the Production Run Creation

Wizard Here you wilkelectthe localaudiofiles that constitute the albunthat you enteredin
the Production Run Creation Wizguteviously

You launch the Load Filedzard by openingnd logging intahe Encoder Workstatioand

going to theMain Menu window and then clicking the "Lodeiles" button from the menon

the left-hand sidebarYou should then see a new window pop up with a message that reads
G[RIF{2dz2NOS CAfSa 2AT I NR¢

20 Activated Content Encoder Workstation User Manual
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Load Source Files Wizard

Load Source Files Wizard

The Load Source Files “wizard allows you to load the source
files you wart to process into the Encoder “Workstation.

IF you have not yet created the praduction mn you wish to
load, wou may do so now by launching the Production Run
Creation ‘Wizard.

Launch Production Fun Creation 'wizard

To continue, click Mext.

2 KSYy FTAYA&AKSRI Of A0]1 GKS abSEGE odzilGzy o

4.3.1 Find Production Run

¢ KS ®@medudfidh Rua & ON@&e/you choose which production rnameyou wart
to load source audifiles forandwatermark You can sort bgach of the following
columnsfields to help filter the results to find the production run you are looking for:

e Media Owner
e Title Contains

e Date Range (From & To)

Load Source Files Wizard

Find Production Run %
Find the production run on the server that you want to load source files for
Media Owner Title Cantains From To
[ Media Dwners [<] | [12¢ 2000 | | arzzremo7 <]
ID tedia Owner Batch Mame Date Create =
2B0 Activated Testing In - Unknown Album Batch 1219 841142006 -
260 Activated Testing In - Unknown Album Batch 1218 81142006 "
260 Activated Testing In - Unknown Albumn Batch 1217 8/11/2006
2B0 Activated Testing In - Unknown &lbum Batch 1218 841142006
2B0 Activated Testing In - Unknown Album Batch 1215 81142006 -
255 Activated Testing In- ThurEve Test F420/2006
285 Activated Testing In  “WednesdayEve 741942006 °
285 Activated Testing In - Unknown Album Batch 1212 FATS2008 T
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In addition, you can cliakn each of the column headings to sort by that coluiie

NBEO2YYSYR a2NliAy3a o6& GKS a5F3dS / NBIFGSRéE KSIFRAy3
the most recently created production runs on tgpnce you have located the production run

that you wantto load source files for, selectti highlight itandthen clicka lxt.

Note: Occasionally, a batch that you have created may not appear on this screen. Click the date
column to sort by date, and click it again to sort by reverse date. This will make it appear.

4.3.2 Hardware Configuration Report
The purpose of théHardware Configuration Repéris toinform youwhether or not all of the
featuresspecified in the production run are supporteg your specific hardware configuration.

**Note: Not all featuresare supported on all platforms. If you receive a warning,sfmuld
reviewanddecide whether or not you would like proceed with theurrentproduction run.

If you are satisfied with the report, click ext.
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