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2 Frequently Asked Questions  
How do I create a new user account?  

Please contact ActivatŜŘ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ 

We can be reached by email at support@activatedcontent.com or by phone at 

1.206.448.3260 ext. 115.  

How do I Install the Encoder Workstation? 

Please contact Activated ContentΩǎ support services to activate your account. 

We can be reached by email at support@activatedcontent.com or by phone at 

1.206.448.3260 ext. 115.  

Why do I only see the home page and FAQ Links on the navigation bar?  

You have not logged into the site.  Please log into the site and try again.  If you 

log into the site and still are unable to see the download sections, your account 

has not yet been enabled.  You need to contact support by email at 

support@activatedcontent.com or by phone at 1.206.448.3260 ext. 115. 

How do I upgrade my installation to the latest build? 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ !ŎǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜ your account. 

We can be reached by email at support@activatedcontent.com or by phone at 

1.206.448.3260 ext. 115.  

3 Introduction  
The Activated Content Watermarking Suite is a combination of three different applications that 

work together to allow a source album to be watermarked serially to a predefined group of 

distribution contacts. Each of the three applications has its own very useful role, and in some 

cases might be used by completely different users in your organization. 

The first application is the Encoder Workstation. The Encoder Workstation has two main 

functions. The first is to set up all of the information about the album so that the encoding 

machines know what to do. The information that gets entered during the Production Run 

Creation Wizard includes album name, artist name, and track names, and the names (or 

numbers) of the individuals that the albums are going to, as well as information about the 

production run itself. All of this information is placed on a central server so that it is available to 

more than one encoding machine at a time. The second purpose of the Encoder Workstation is 

to actually drive the process of watermarking and to send the watermarked files to the burner 

machine with instructions for burning and label printing. By going through the Load Source Files 

Wizard in the Encoder Workstation, the user is telling the encoding machine where it can 

mailto:support@activatedcontent.com
mailto:support@activatedcontent.com
mailto:support@activatedcontent.com
mailto:support@activatedcontent.com
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physically find the tracks that are referenced in the production run information that were 

entered during setup. The encoder machine(s) can be networked to a Rimage or Microtech 

burner machine. 

The Burner Machine is a hardware CD duplication machine and corresponding set of 

applications provided by the CD burner manufacturer. This machine can be used by itself for 

tasks other than Activated Content watermarking. Activated Content watermarking only uses a 

subset of the functionality available on the Burner Machine. This documentation only includes 

the information necessary to make sure the Burner Machine is prepared for Activated Content 

watermarking. For more complete documentation on these and other features, refer to the 

documentation provided with your burner. 

The WinDecoder is the watermark detector and is a desktop application that can be used to run 

detections on known or suspect watermarked files. If it finds a watermark, it will contact the 

central server where the watermark information is stored, and return all of the information 

associated with the watermark that was entered during the setup wizardΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΩǎ 

name and organization that the album was sent to. 

More complete information on each of these applications is found in the sections below. 

4 Encoder Workstation  
Encoder Workstation is the desktop application that you will use to actually setup the 

watermark encoding and instructions for the burner. It includes the following tools: 

Create Production Run Wizard  

Load Source Files Wizard 

You can reach the Encoder Workstation in each of the following ways: 

 Double-click the ά!// 9ƴŎƻŘŜǊ ²ƻǊƪǎǘŀǘƛƻƴέ icon on your desktop  

 From the Start menu Ą All Programs Ą Activated Content Corporation Ą ACC Encoder 

Workstation 

4.1 Encoder Workstation Requirements  
Encoder Workstation requirements fall into three categories:  

 The network environment that the workstation needs to be installed in 

 The requirements for the machine itself 

 An appropriately setup configuration file 
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4.1.1 Connectivity and Networking  

The Encoder Workstation must be installed on an encoding machine that meets the following 

minimum networking requirements: 

 Be on a 100mbps network with the burner  

 Have a connection to the jobs folder on the burner. Typically this is mapped as the "M:\ " 

drive.  

 Have a connection to the layouts folder on the burner (Microtech only). Typically this is 

mapped as the "L:\ " drive.  

 Have it's "processed" directory accessible via a UNC path from the burner  

 Have port 80 or 8889 access to the internet with a connection sufficient to pass the 

network connectivity test found on the Activated Content Pre-install Checklist 

(http://www.activatedcontent.com/accPreinstall) 

In addition to these minimum requirements, it is recommended that the encoding machine be 

on a 1 GPS network with the burner. 

4.1.2         Machine Specifications  

There are a variety of encoding machines that the Activated Content Encoder Workstation runs 

on successfully, but the only recommended and supported hardware configuration is found on 

the Preinstall Checklist page (http://www.activatedcontent.com/accPreinstall). In addition to this 

hardware configuration, the following items are required: 

 Microsoft Windows XP Professional or Microsoft Vista (both with all of the latest service 

packs and patches)  

 Microsoft .NET Redistributable package (with all of the latest service packs and patches) 

In most cases, you might have the Encoder Workstation set up on more than one encoder 

machine, all networked to the same burner.  

  

http://www.activatedcontent.com/accPreinstall
http://www.activatedcontent.com/accPreinstall
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4.1.3         Configuration File  

Your installation engineer will have already set up your configuration file, and you will probably 

never need to modify it. However, if you have nonstandard requirements or wish to work with 

configuration yourself, you may need this reference. The configuration file is an xml file that can 

be edited with any text editor (such as Notepad). It is located at "c:\program files\activated 

content corporation\acc encoder workstation\acc encoder workstation.exe.config". The only 

settings that should be changed by an end user look like this: 

 <QSDK_Encode  

  data="4"  

  strength="0.03"  

  mark="Mark.dat"  

  times="0" 

  /> 

  

 <ACC_Encoder_Workstation  

  JobsPath="M:\ "  

  ProcPath="c:\ac\processed\"  

  TempPath="c:\ac\ temp\"  

  BatchPath="c:\ac\batch\ "  

  ProcShare="\ \encoder1\Processed\" 

  LayPath="L:\ " 

  /> 

Here is what these values mean: 

 Data - The data insertion rate in bits per second.  

 Strength - The strength of the watermark. At the default strength above, the watermark 

is barely audible to a professional ear on professional grade high-fidelity audio 

equipment, but will be inaudible to almost every user and survives compression down 

to 48kbps.  

 mark ς DO NOT alter this setting  

 Times -  The number of times that the watermark is inserted. "0" places as many 

watermarks in as possible.  

 JobsPath - Where to write out the job files that tell the burner what to do. Typically this 

refers to a networked drive on the burner machine.  

 ProcPath - The UNC path (usually local) that the watermarked track files should be 

written to.  

 TempPath - The local path for temporary files to be written.  
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 BatchPath - The local path that will be used for the placement of instantiated batches. 

This path will contain a directory for each locally instantiated batch which will in turn 

contain a "batch.xml" file that describes the batch.  

 ProcShare - A UNC path that the burner will be able to use to find the files referenced 

locally by "ProcPath".  

 LayPath - A path that the encoder machine will be able to use to find the layout files on 

the burner. The layout files are on the burner because that is where any images that 

were used in the layout reside. 

Please contact technical support if you wish to modify your configuration file so that we can 

maintain a record of your installation and ensure your system is in working order. 

4.1.4 Logging In and Permissions  

When you launch the Encoder Workstation (or any Activated Content application) you will have 

to log in with the username and password that you have been assigned by Activated Content. 

This is the same username and password throughout all ACC applications. Just enter your 

username and password and click "Next". This is case sensitive, so make sure that you are 

entering both username and password in the correct case. You will then come to the 

ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ or welcome screen. 
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A note about permissions: There is a two-level permissions scheme operating in the background 

of all of the Activated Content applications. Activated Content can assign a separate username 

and password to each of your operators along with different permissions to different labels. For 

instance, for larger record companies, you may want one person at each label to have their own 

credentials that allows them access to the content related to that label only, while you may want 

an Encoder Workstation operator to have access to all of the labelsô jobs that you do business 

with. If you want Activated Content to set up a multiple user access scheme for you, please 

contact technical support at support@activatedcontent.com. 

4.2 Production Run Creation Wizard  
The Production Run creation wizard is a web based tool that is used to enter all of the 

information *about* the album batch that is about to be run, ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ 5ŀǘŀέΦ 

This information includes the following: 

 Batch Name  

 Media Owner (Label)  

 Album Name  

 Artist Name  

 Track Information (number of tracks, track names)  

 Release Year  

 Names (or numbers) of the people the album is being distributed to  

 ISRC Code  

mailto:support@activatedcontent.com
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 UPC Code  

 Track Gaps  

 Watermark Strength 

The production run name is to make it easier for the Encoder Workstation operator(s) to find 

out which production run to load source files for and run. The media owner sets up permissions 

about the content that is associated with the watermark. All of the other information is for asset 

management use. Use as little or as much of it as you want. Bear in mind that it won't be that 

useful if you find a watermark, but the only information that is associated with it is "Unknown 

Album, Unknown Artist, Distribution Contact 1". 

4.2.1 Welcome Screen 

When you have logged into the Activated Content Encoder Workstation and are at the 

ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ you will see a list of four buttons on the left-hand side. To open the 

production run creation wizard, ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ wǳƴέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ. You should then see a window 

titled άProduction Run Creation Wizardέ. To continue, click the "Next" button. 
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4.2.2 Production  Data 

¸ƻǳ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άProduction Dataέ screen where you enter the top-level information about 

the production run that you wish to create. Here is a breakdown of what you are entering and 

why: 

 

 

 Media Owner- This is the name of you or your company that the Activated Content 

Encoder Workstation is assigned to and cannot be altered.  

 Production Run Name- Enter the name you wish to call this job. For example, άWƻƘƴ 

DenverΩǎ DǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ Iƛǘǎ wǳƴ bǳƳōŜǊ ¢ǿƻέΦ Entering this information will give you a more 

complete record about the watermarks in the future.  

 Watermark Content- This option should always be selected for encoding your audio files 

with watermarks. 

 Gemini Copy Protection- In some Activated Content versions, Gemini Copy Protection is 

provided as an option. Check this box if you would like to copy protect the output CD. 

For most users, the option should not be enabled. 

 Sync Meta Data with IFPI- For Activated Content users that are IFPI (International 

Federation of the Phonographic Industry) members, you have the option to sync the 
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metadata of the job you are inputting so that the IFPI can monitor the Internet for your 

files. For Activated Content users that are not IFPI members, you will want to leave this 

box unchecked. (For more information about becoming an IFPI member, please contact 

sales@activatedcontent.com)  

 Number of Contacts- Enter the number of watermarked discs you wish to create for this 

run. This number will be used later in the wizard to create a form for you to fill in the 

names of all the contacts you are sending a disc to, if you so wish. Otherwise, a number 

can be issued instead.  

 Ordering Department- This field is for your internal use only and is designed for larger 

companies with many different departments to help keep track of jobs. It may also be 

left blank. 

Ordering Group- This is another field for your internal use designed to help keep track of jobs. It 

also may be left blank. 

Ordering Staff Member- This field is an internal identifier for your organization. It shows the 

individual that created the run. 

Once you have correctly entered all of ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άbŜȄǘέ button. 

4.2.3 Asset Data 

The Asset Data screen is where you enter the information about the album you will be 

watermarking, such as the artist name, album name, etc. There are two options for entering the 

ŀǎǎŜǘ ŘŀǘŀΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ά9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ !ƭōǳƳέ ƻǊ άbŜǿ !ƭōǳƳέΦ  

 

mailto:sales@activatedcontent.com
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¢ƘŜ ά9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ !ƭōǳƳέ ƻǇtion can be used when you are creating additional watermarked discs 

for a run or job you did in the past. This option will import the asset data from the previous run 

that you select from the window below ǘƘŜ ά9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ !ƭōǳƳέ option.  

¢ƘŜ άbŜǿ !ƭōǳƳέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

able to fill in the fields with the information corresponding to the job you wish to watermark. All 

of this information is solely for internal use on an ongoing basis. Here is a breakdown of what 

you are entering and why: 

 Artist Name- This is where you enter the name of the artist whose album is being 

watermarked, for example, John Denver. 

 Album Name- This is where you enter the name of the album that is to be 

ǿŀǘŜǊƳŀǊƪŜŘΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ άDǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ IƛǘǎέΦ 

 Release Date- This is where you can enter the planned release date of the album being 

ǿŀǘŜǊƳŀǊƪŜŘΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ άлтκлфκнллсέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŀǘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

mm/dd/yyyy format. 

 Number of Tracks- This is where you enter the number of tracks that the album being 

ǿŀǘŜǊƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ άммέΦ 

 Internal Identifier- This field is provided for internal use. You can enter whatever 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭōǳƳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ά{ŜŎƻƴŘ aƛȄέΦ 

Once you have successfully completed entering all of the necessary information on this page, 

click the άbextέ button. 
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You will now find yourself at the second page ŦƻǊ ά!ǎǎŜǘ 5ŀǘŀέ. This is where you will enter the 

particulars of each track on the album. There are 3 fields for each track: 

 

 Track Name- ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜΦ hǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ 

be left blank or represented by a number. 

 Company Code- This is field for internal use. You can add any information 

corresponding to each track you wish. 

Version (Mix) - Another field for internal use. Many times our record company clients have 

different versions of each song/track. This can help show which version is on this disc. 

hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άbŜȄǘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 
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4.2.4 Distribution Contacts  

The purpose of the Distribution Contacts screen is to upload the list of distribution contact 

names. There are four ways  

 

 Standard - Manually enter a name for each one of the contacts that you indicated  

 File - Upload a list you created previously or that was exported from another system  

 Numbered - Each contact is assigned a numeric value  

 Existing - Use a previously created list of contacts 

You can choose which method you want to use by selecting the appropriate entry in the 

ά¦pload Typeέ pull-down menu. 

4.2.4.1 Distribution Contacts - Standard 

¢ƘŜ άStandardέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ distribution contacts is for manually entering each contact's name. If 

you have chosen this method, simply enter a separate name in each field. If you wish to create a 

new group from the new contact names you can do so by selecting the άCreate Groupέ button. 

When you are finished, click άbŜȄǘέ. 
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4.2.4.2 Distribution Contacts ɀ Existing Groups 

Selecting the Existing Groups upload type will bring you to a screen where you can select from a 

number of preexisting group names. You will see a list of groups that you or one of your 

colleagues has already created in the past. You can checkmark one or more groups. After 

ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ άbŜȄǘέΦ 

 

4.2.4.3 Distribution Contacts ɀ File Upload 

¢ƘŜ άCƛƭŜ ¦ǇƭƻŀŘέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ is an excellent method of entering a large number of names or 

importing a list of names from another system. The two formats that you can use are as follows: 
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 Comma Separated (Delimited) Values (CSV) - CSV is names separated by commas. It 

looks like this: 

 

                      John at Rolling Stone, Jane at Harpers, 

**NOTE**: You must insert a comma AFTER the last entry to instruct the program that the list is 

complete.  

 Carriage Return Delimited - Carriage return is a new name on each line. It looks like this: 

                            

                               John at Rolling Stone 

                               Jane at Harpers 

ϝϝbh¢9ϝϝΥ ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ Ƙƛǘ ά9ƴǘŜǊέ !C¢9w ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǎƻǊ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

next blank line and the program knows the list is complete. 

 

Both of these file formats are very standard formats that you can save data to from a variety of 

applications, such as databases and spreadsheets. To use this method, complete the following 

steps: 

 Create a text file, for instance, with notepad (e.g."filename.txt") containing all of your 

contact names in one of the two formats listed above and save it to a location where 

you can find it. This process may be as simple as copying from an email into Microsoft 

Notepad or as complex as exporting a CSV file from Microsoft SQL Server.  

 Select "File Upload" for upload type  

 /ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά.ǊƻǿǎŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǿǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ  

 Click "Open"  

 Select the radio button that corresponds to the file format you chose 
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4.2.4.4 Distribution Contacts ɀ Numbered Upload 

The Number Upload option for distribution contacts should only be used if you absolutely 

cannot get the actual names from the person placing the order or discretion is of utmost 

importance. If you were asked to produce only numbered discs, you should use this method. 

When you later scan a suspect piece of audio, the only information related to the contact that is 

available will be the numeric value. The start number will normally be "1". However, if you have 

done a previous series and are asked to do "25 more from where you left off before", you can 

specify a different start number.  

*There is a limit of 500 contacts numbered in such a way for a production run. 

 

When you have correctly entered all the information, click "Next". 
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4.2.5 Confirmation  

You should now see a confirmation screen. Read through all of the information on the screen to 

ensure you have entered it all in properly. If you have made any mistakes, you can click the 

ά.ackέ button until you reach the section with the errors and correct them. 

 

 

Once youΩǊŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΣ click the "Next" button. 
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4.2.6 Finish ed 

The Finished page will show you a message that your production run has now been created. This 

means you will now be able to find the name of the production run you just created listed on 

the server. 

 

/ƭƛŎƪ ά9Ȅƛǘέ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŀǘŜ wǳƴ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦ 

4.3 Load Files Wizard   
The άLoad Filesέ is the wizard within Encoder Workstation that allows you to select a production 

run from a list of job names that has already been created using the Production Run Creation 

Wizard. Here you will select the local audio files that constitute the album that you entered in 

the Production Run Creation Wizard previously. 

You launch the Load Files wizard by opening and logging into the Encoder Workstation and 

going to the Main Menu window, and then clicking the "Load Files" button from the menu on 

the left-hand sidebar. You should then see a new window pop up with a message that reads 

ά[ƻŀŘ {ƻǳǊŎŜ CƛƭŜǎ ²ƛȊŀǊŘέ. 
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²ƘŜƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ άbŜȄǘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 

4.3.1 Find Production Run  

¢ƘŜ άCƛƴŘ Production Runέ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ is where you choose which production run name you want 

to load source audio files for and watermark. You can sort by each of the following 

columns/fields to help filter the results to find the production run you are looking for: 

 Media Owner  

 Title Contains 

 Date Range (From & To) 
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In addition, you can click on each of the column headings to sort by that column. We 

ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ά5ŀǘŜ /ǊŜŀǘŜŘέ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻǊǘ ōȅ 

the most recently created production runs on top. Once you have located the production run 

that you want to load source files for, select it to highlight it and then click άbextέ. 

Note: Occasionally, a batch that you have created may not appear on this screen. Click the date 

column to sort by date, and click it again to sort by reverse date. This will make it appear. 

4.3.2 Hardware Configuration Report  

The purpose of the άHardware Configuration Reportέ is to inform you whether or not all of the 

features specified in the production run are supported by your specific hardware configuration. 

 

**Note: Not all features are supported on all platforms. If you receive a warning, you should 

review and decide whether or not you would like to proceed with the current production run.  

If you are satisfied with the report, click άbextέ. 

  


